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CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE
As a government-funded and
private sector-led organisation, SMF
functions as the bridge between
the public and private sectors in
the maritime industry. SMF works
in partnership with our maritime
partners to drive initiatives, attract
and retain talent, and raise public
awareness of the global impact of
Singapore’s maritime industry.

The Singapore
Maritime Foundation
(SMF) was formed
in 2004 to cater
for private sector
engagement
in an industry
that continues
to contribute
significantly to the
economic growth
and development of
Singapore.

Our Board Members and Advisory
Panel Members comprise key
figures in the maritime industry.
This allows SMF to benefit from
strong industry support and
enables us to tap directly into the
maritime community for new ideas
and initiatives.
Working closely with the public
and private sectors, we strive to
fulfill our role as a facilitator for the
maritime sector in Singapore.
The MaritimeONE initiative, a
collaborative effort between SMF,
Maritime and Port Authority of
Singapore (MPA), Association
of Singapore Marine Industries
(ASMI) and Singapore Shipping
Association (SSA), was selected
as one of 13 winning projects for
the Minister’s Innovation Award
conferred by the Ministry of
Transport in 2008.
SMF commissioned a four-part
maritime documentary, Sea of
Opportunities, telecast in March
2008 on Channel NewsAsia. The
programme gave the public a
glimpse of the maritime industry
and the professionals behind the
scenes, and highlighted Singapore’s
role as a global maritime player. We
also held our first industry gathering

for ship owners, ship financiers,
ship brokers and marine insurance
professionals in October.
Come next year, our iconic Sea
Asia 2009 will take centrestage. It
promises to be larger in scale and
better than the first show in 2007.
These initiatives and successes
would not have been possible
without the support of the maritime
community and MPA.
SMF will continue to explore new
ways to create synergies within the
maritime industry, work with diverse
partners to grow the maritime
clusters, and collectively move
the maritime community towards
realising Singapore’s vision to be an
international maritime centre.
This commemorative publication
encapsulates the key projects and
milestones that SMF has engaged
in during the past five years. We
hope it will give our maritime
partners a better understanding of
SMF and our initiatives.
I am confident that with your
continued support, we will be
able to maintain our momentum
and achieve even more significant
accomplishments together in the
years to come.
Thank you.

S S Teo

Chairman
Singapore Maritime Foundation
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Singapore’s
Maritime Tradition
Today, Singapore is a
global maritime nexus,
strategically located
on international
shipping routes.
More than 250
shipping lines connect
Singapore to over 600
ports in the world.

Singapore is currently the world’s
busiest container transshipment
hub, receiving approximately
120,000 vessel calls a year. There
are about 1,000 vessels in our port
at any one time. The Singapore
Registry of Ships is the largest in
Asia and among the top 10 fleets in
the world.
Singapore has a rich maritime
tradition. From its humble origins as
a British trading post in 1819, it has
emerged as a significant hub port
and global maritime player. It has
transformed itself into a premier
international maritime centre and
continues to deliver world-class,
value-add services to its business
partners and clients.
Since 1986, Singapore has
maintained its position as the
world’s busiest port for shipping
tonnage. Singapore’s port, shipping
and marine communities are wellsupported by a comprehensive
array of ancillary services, such
as port facilities, ship registration,
logistics, ship brokering, shipbuilding and repair, marine
insurance, cruise facilities, maritime
arbitration, and classification
societies. The maritime industry is
a powerful driver of the Singapore
economy, contributing about
seven per cent to Singapore’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and providing jobs for more than
100,000 workers.

All these achievements have been
realised, not least because of
the people in the maritime trade.
Professional dynamism and human
ingenuity have been at the centre
of Singapore’s success. They
provide the agility and proactive
resourcefulness with which
Singapore responds to emerging
challenges in the maritime sector.
Having an unparalleled strategic
location is one thing. Having the
people who know how to use this
competitive advantage to bring in
the business is another.
Today, Singapore is the third
largest oil refining centre in the
world. Singapore is also the world’s
leading bunkering port, and has
been providing reliable and efficient
services in this sector. Singapore
shipyards handle 70 per cent of
the world’s jack-up rig building
activities, and are responsible for
20 per cent of the ocean-going
ship repair activities.
Moving on, Singapore will continue
to build upon its strong maritime
foundation to develop into a premier
international maritime centre. It
will continue to be responsive and
proactive in meeting the challenges
of the maritime trade. Singapore’s
well-established infrastructure,
stable socio-economic framework,
pro-business government, and
efficient and highly skilled human
capital base ensure that Singapore’s
maritime industry is geared up for
continued growth.
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Riding
the Waves
The Singapore
Maritime
Foundation

The Singapore Maritime
Foundation (SMF), a private
sector initiative, was incorporated
on 27 January 2004 to embrace
and support the government’s
objective of promoting Singapore
as an international maritime centre.
SMF receives full funding from
the Maritime and Port Authority
of Singapore (MPA) but remains
a private sector-led organisation
embodying the energy and
drive of Singapore’s leading
maritime players.
As the representative voice for
corporate leaders in the maritime
industry, SMF seeks to forge
strong partnerships between the
public and private sectors of the
maritime industry and spearhead
initiatives to profile the industry
and maritime professionals.

OBJECTIVES
• To be the forum for the
exchange and development of
ideas and proposals, aimed
at making Singapore a premier
international maritime centre
• To act as the catalyst to
stimulate cooperation between
and among different sectors of
the maritime industry
• To serve as the private sector
partner to the government, in
activities to promote Singapore
as a leading international
maritime centre, and to develop
talent and human capital to
support the maritime industry
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STEERING
THE MARITIME
INDUSTRY

Singapore is home to 5,000 maritime
establishments and a diverse
community of maritime professionals
and organisations, many of whom have
contributed significantly to the maritime
industry in their fields of specialisation.

Singapore
Maritime
Foundation
Board
The SMF Board is steered by the
Board of Directors comprising
prominent leaders from the
Singapore maritime industry.
Our Board sets the direction for
SMF’s initiatives.

01.

01. Chairman

Mr Teo Siong Seng
(2004 to date)

Managing Director
Pacific International Lines (Pte) Ltd

Singapore Maritime Foundation Board | 9

02.

04.

03.

05.

07.

06.

02. Dato’ Jude Philemon Benny
(2004 to date)

Managing Partner
Joseph Tan Jude Benny LLP

05. BG (NS) Tay Lim Heng
(2005 to date)

Chief Executive
Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

03. Mr Choo Chiau Beng
(2004 to date)

Chief Executive Officer
Keppel Corporation Ltd
Chairman
Keppel Offshore & Marine Ltd
06. Mr Kuok Khoon Kuan
(2006 to date)

Managing Director
Pacific Carriers Ltd

04. Mr Michael Chia
(2005 to date)

Executive Director
Keppel FELS Ltd

07. Mr Erik Borgen
(2008 to date)

Regional Director and Head of Asia
DnB NOR Bank ASA
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Singapore
Maritime
Foundation
Advisory Panel
The SMF Advisory Panel comprises leading
maritime professionals from the Singapore
maritime industry. SMF draws upon the
expertise of these panel members for advice
on how to build a more cohesive and dynamic
maritime community.

01.

04.

05.

08.

09.

Singapore Maritime Foundation Advisory Panel | 11

01. Mr Kenichi Kuroya
(2004 to date)

Managing Director
“K” Line Pte Ltd
02. Mr Richard Loo
(2004 to date)

Managing Director, L.C.H. (S) Pte Ltd
Chairman and CEO, KIB Insurance Brokers
(S) Pte Ltd
02.

03.

03. Mr Patrick Phoon
(2004 to date)

Deputy Managing Director
Evergreen Shipping Agency (S) Pte Ltd
04. Mrs Gina Lee-Wan
(2006 to date)

Partner
Allen & Gledhill LLP
05. Mr Roland Tan
(2006 to date)

Director
Singapore Maritime Academy
Singapore Polytechnic
06.

07.

06. Mr Lee Keng Mun
(2007 to date)

Managing Director
Transport & Logistics, Corporate &
Investment Banking, DBS Bank Ltd
07. Capt Vijay Rangroo
(2007 to date)

Managing Director
M.T.M Ship Management Pte Ltd
08. Mr Rohet N. Tolani
(2007 to date)

Managing Director
Tolani Shipping (S) Pte Ltd
10.

11.

09. Mr Peter W. Blumbach
(2008 to date)

Managing Director
Amsbach Marine (S) Pte Ltd
10. Mr Peter Borup
(2008 to date)

Managing Director, Singapore
Group Senior Vice President, NORDEN Asia
NORDEN Tankers & Bulkers Pte Ltd
11. Mr Philip Clausius
(2008 to date)

President and Chief Executive Officer
FSL Trust Management Pte Ltd
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Past SMF
Board Members
(2004 – 2007)

Past SMF
Advisory Panel
Members

Mr Heng Chiang Gnee

Mr Gijs Schot

(2004 – 2005)

(2004)

Formerly Deputy President
Sembcorp Marine Ltd

General Manager
Fortis Bank S.A./N.V., Singapore Branch

Currently President & CEO
Sembcorp Environmental Management Pte Ltd

Mr Chan Tuck Hoi

RAdm (NS) Lui Tuck Yew

Managing Director
New Econ Line Pte Ltd

(2004 – 2005)

(2004 – 2006)

Formerly Chief Executive
Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

Capt Ib Fruergaard

Currently Senior Minister of State for Education,
Information, Communications and the Arts

Formerly President, Shipping
Titan Petrochemicals Group Ltd

Mr Teo Joo Kim

Mr Lim Tau Kok

(2004 – 2006)

(2004 – 2006)

(2006)

Chairman
Pacific Carriers Ltd

Formerly Managing Director
Neptune Shipmanagement Services Pte Ltd
Currently Director
PACC Ship Managers Pte Ltd

Mr Brent Nelson Smith
(2004 – 2007)

Formerly Managing Director & Joint Group Head
Corporate and Investment Banking
DBS Bank Ltd
Currently Managing Director
Vietnam Capital Group

Mr Ji Hai Sheng
(2004 – 2008)

Formerly President
COSCO Corporation (S) Ltd
Currrently Senior Advisor
COSCO Container Lines Co. Ltd.

Capt Takamaru Ishida
(2004 – 2006)

Formerly Chairman & CEO
NYK Shipmanagement Pte Ltd
Currently Advisor
NYK Shipmanagement Pte Ltd

Mr George Joseph
(2004 – 2008)

Assistant News Editor
The Business Times, Singapore Press Holdings

Ms Louisa Follis
(2006 – 2008)

Director, Consultancy & Research
Simpson, Spence & Young
General Manager
SSY Research, Singapore

Past SMF Board Members & Advisory Panel Members
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“

Dedicated and able,
the industry leaders
who serve with the SMF
have been instrumental
in driving the industry
forward. The government
looks forward to continued
partnership with SMF
in developing Singapore
as an international
maritime centre. .
~ Mr Raymond Lim,
Minister for Transport
and Second Minister
for Foreign Affairs

”

Highlights & Key Accolades

“

The SMF has been
active both locally and
internationally. The
successful staging of Sea
Asia at home and the
Singapore Pavilion at
overseas maritime
events is testament to the
growing reach of SMF.
Continue to do us proud. .
~ Mrs Lim Hwee Hua,
Senior Minister of State for
Finance and Transport

”

FLYING
THE SINGAPORE
FLAG
Strategically located along
the world’s major trade
routes, Singapore has
become a hub not only for
ships calling at port, but also
for the maritime community
as a whole, making it an
ideal platform for the
industry to exchange ideas,
network and grow new
business opportunities.
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R

ecognising the rising
importance of Asia in world
shipping, SMF partnered
Seatrade to organise Singapore’s
first iconic international maritime
event, Sea Asia.
Sea Asia is SMF’s flagship event.
The inaugural biennial maritime
event received overwhelming
response in 2007 and saw 1,000
maritime luminaries and senior
delegates from 40 countries in
Europe, the Middle East, the
Americas, the Indian subcontinent
and the major Asian maritime
centres, flocking to the shores of
Singapore to attend the event.

In April 2009, SMF and Seatrade
are set to stage the second Sea
Asia event, on an even grander
scale, with the aim of highlighting
the Asian voice more prominently
within the global maritime industry.
Many senior maritime
professionals in Singapore have
been roped into the Steering
Committee to form subcommittees
to ensure the smooth running of
this mega-event. Sea Asia has also
formed an International Advisory
Panel comprising magnates of
the global maritime community
to provide guidance throughout
the planning process. For the first
time, this event will coincide with
the annual Singapore Maritime
Week organised by the Maritime
and Port Authority of Singapore
(MPA).
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Singapore
Pavilion at
Posidonia and
Nor-Shipping

S

MF works closely with the
Association of Singapore
Marine Industries (ASMI),
Maritime and Port Authority
of Singapore (MPA) and other
strategic partners to stage the
Singapore Pavilion at these
international maritime shows,
flying the Singapore flag high.
At Posidonia in Greece, the
world’s largest shipping trade
exhibition, and Nor-Shipping in
Norway, the largest shipping and

maritime trade event in Europe,
the Singapore Pavilion brings
together a multitude of homegrown maritime establishments
to showcase their diverse
capabilities to the world. The
Singapore Pavilion also serves as
the platform for the key players of
the Singapore maritime industry
to network with the international
maritime community.

FLYING THE SINGAPORE FLAG | 21

“

The Singapore Maritime
Foundation (SMF) plays an
important role in building
awareness of the maritime
industry and positioning it as
an attractive place to work.
By engaging with both
students and professionals,
SMF helps ensure the
continued success of our
dynamic industry. .
~ Mr Andreas Sohmen-Pao,
Managing Director,
BW Maritime Pte Ltd

”

REACHING
OUT
SMF has adopted a multipronged approach to create
greater awareness of the
important role the Singapore
maritime industry plays in
the global economy. Through
a series of initiatives and
collaborative efforts, SMF
hopes to generate greater
public interest in the maritime
industry and highlight the
exciting career opportunities
the industry offers.
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TELEVISION SHOWS
Making Waves
(2005)
Profiling
personalities
Making Waves was the first
collaborative effort between SMF
and Channel NewsAsia to profile
some notable personalities in the
Singapore maritime industry, with
the aim of attracting students to
pursue maritime careers. Through
interviews, the documentary
traces a typical day in the lives
of these successful maritime
professionals.

The Peak (2007)
Raising the “hip”
quotient
In 2006, SMF and our maritime
partners collaborated with
MediaCorp Channel 8 to produce
our first-ever drama serial, The
Peak. Telecast in 2007, The
Peak centred around maritime
professionals in the offshore
marine and maritime industry.
The serial gave the public a
glimpse into the everyday lives
of maritime professionals and
the challenges they face at work.
Popular local TV celebrities played
the roles of shipyard managers
and naval architects, adding a
touch of glamour to the maritime
industry.
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Sea of Opportunities
(2008)
Seeing from the
inside
In March 2008, the Singapore
maritime industry and our
maritime professionals took
centrestage on Channel
NewsAsia. Commissioned by
SMF, the four-part documentary
series, Sea of Opportunities,
highlighted the excitement of
life in the Singapore maritime
industry, the professionalism and
camaraderie among maritime
professionals, and the diverse
career opportunities the industry
offers. Sea of Opportunities
reached out to a target audience
of 240,000 viewers in the Channel
NewsAsia community of 827,000
professionals, managers,
executives and businessmen
(PMEBs) in Singapore. The
programme was also telecast to
an international audience through
Channel NewsAsia’s network
connecting 21 Asian nations.
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EXHIBITION
Singapore,
Our Maritime City (2006)
Travelling to the
heartlanders
In 2006, SMF organised an
inaugural exhibition, Singapore,
Our Maritime City, at the National
Library, showcasing Singapore’s
rich maritime tradition and
the diverse range of career
opportunities in the maritime
industry.
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PUBLICATION
Friendly Waves (2008)
Reaching out to
young readers
Primary and secondary school
students were given a treat of
all things maritime as part of
International Friendship Day. The
special maritime supplement,
Friendly Waves, highlighted the
interconnectedness and global
reach of the maritime industry
through short feature articles.
Over 47,500 copies of Friendly
Waves were distributed to primary
and secondary schools and
Institutes of Technical Education
(ITEs) in Singapore.

“

The Singapore Maritime
Foundation (SMF) has been
actively developing and promoting
scholarships to attract young talent
and encourage Singaporeans
to join the maritime sector. The
MaritimeONE initiative represents
a significant milestone in the
collaboration between the private
and public sectors in Singapore.
I am confident that in the long
term, such a vital contribution
could be most rewarding as
nurturing young minds through
education is a great way to build
human capital for the industry. .
~ Tan Sri Frank W K Tsao,
Senior Chairman,
IMC Group

”

GROOMING
TALENT
In 2008, Singapore’s
maritime workforce grew
by 12 per cent. To ensure
the sustained growth of
Singapore’s maritime
industry, SMF works closely
with corporate partners and
educational institutions,
both local and overseas, to
meet the manpower needs
of the maritime industry
in Singapore. We do this
through education, training
and scholarship initiatives.
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T

he MaritimeONE (Outreach
Network) initiative is an
industry-led initiative to
promote the maritime industry and
attract quality manpower. Led by
SMF, the MaritimeONE initiative
was launched in April 2007 with
three key partners, Association
of Singapore Marine Industries
(ASMI), Maritime and Port Authority
of Singapore (MPA) and Singapore
Shipping Association (SSA).
MaritimeONE initiatives include
bi-annual NetworkONE receptions,
high-level tripartite forums,
maritime leaders’ speaker series,
commissioned publications and
other student outreach activities.
In January 2009, SMF will assume
the role of the MaritimeONE
Secretariat, taking over from
MPA. It will continue to work with
its partners to initiate networking
events, administer scholarships
and organise other promotional
projects. Championing public
education through private
initiative, MaritimeONE makes
use of tripartite partnerships and
networking sessions to build career
opportunities for young talents.
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MaritimeONE
Scholarships
Nurturing
Young Talent

T

o attract top talent to the
industry, SMF works closely
with institutions of higher
learning and maritime partners
to create greater awareness of
career opportunities in the maritime
industry. Activities include oncampus recruitment drives and
career profiling talks at junior
colleges. SMF also works with
youth-centric publications to reach
out to the younger generation of
potential recruits.
In 2008, SMF and MaritimeONE
successfully secured the support of
10 maritime partners who offered
14 scholarships to undergraduates.
This figure represents a significant
increase from the inaugural
four scholarships in 2007. The
combined value of the sponsorship
of over S$1.2 million is a clear
reflection of the commitment
pledged by the maritime
community to develop Singapore’s
maritime industry.
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Maritime
Education
Pushing new
frontiers

I

n 2004, MPA identified the
need for more manpower
resources to meet the projected
growth in the Singapore maritime
industry. Subsequently, SMF and
MPA actively sought partnerships
with maritime companies and
tertiary institutions to create new
educational opportunities in
this sector.
The first local maritime degree
courses, Bachelor of Science in
Maritime Studies and Master of
Science in Maritime Studies, were
launched in July 2004 by Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

SMF and MPA also collaborated
with the Universities of Glasgow
and Strathclyde (UGS), UK, in the
same year to introduce the first
naval architecture and marine
engineering degree programmes
in Singapore, making the course
more accessible and affordable to
local students.
On 22 November 2007, the
Ministry of Education announced
the collaboration of Ngee Ann
Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic
and Newcastle University,
UK, to jointly offer a degree
programme in Naval Architecture
under the Polytechnic-Foreign
Specialised Institution (Poly-FSI)
initiative. With the participation of
renowned international leaders
in naval architecture education
and industry-based research,
Singapore hoped to increase the
diversity of tertiary education and

encourage more young people to
consider careers in the marine and
offshore engineering sector.
In September 2008, UGS made
the decision not to continue with
the Bachelor of Engineering in
Naval Architecture and Marine
Engineering programme in
Singapore. UGS offered a one-time
special assistance grant of £5,500
to students admitted to the finalyear course in UGS in Academic
Year 2008/2009 to help defray their
living expenses.
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In 2008, NTU launched its first
double-major course in Maritime
Studies, the Bachelor of Science
(Maritime Studies) with Business
Major, catering to the rising
demand for shipping executives
and maritime financiers.

SMF Overseas
Exchange
Bursaries
Getting students
going

S

tudents in NTU’s Bachelor of
Science (Maritime Studies) can
apply for financial assistance
for their five-month attachment
in the Norwegian School of
Management (BI), Norway. The two
bursaries of S$3,500 each are new
initiatives to help maritime students
with financial difficulties, and are
awarded to needy students with
good academic results.

“

In just five years, the Singapore
Maritime Foundation (SMF)
has shown true leadership in
creating an integrated maritime
community for Singapore with
a clear and positive message,
and then taking that message
to an international audience.
We are proud to be working
with SMF as co-organisers
of Sea Asia. .

”

~ Mr Chris Hayman,
Chairman,
Seatrade

FORGING
TIES
As a facilitator and coordinator,
SMF is constantly working
to keep professionals and
stakeholders in the maritime
industry connected with each
other, and with the latest
trends and developments in
global shipping. We organise
regular networking events and
form workgroups to facilitate
the exchange of ideas and
business networking.
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SMF Annual New
Year Cocktail
Reception
Bringing leaders
together

Formation of
Workgroups
Growing the
maritime
clusters

T

S

his annual SMF Annual New
Year Cocktail Reception
has become a key event
for maritime professionals in
Singapore to gather and network.
Every year, in January, SMF brings
together leaders in the Singapore
maritime industry to thank them for
their support in the past year and
to usher in the New Year.

MF facilitates the formation
of workgroups with
representatives from maritime
companies to understudy the
maritime clusters, identify needs
and push forth new initiatives.
These workgroups include
Maritime Arbitration (2004), Marine
Insurance (2008) and Shipping
Finance (2008). These discussions
have translated into research
papers, maritime seminars, forum
discussions and onsite visits.
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Networking
Sessions
Promoting industry
cooperation

S

MF organises networking
sessions on a regular basis for
maritime professionals, paving
the way for cross-disciplinary
collaboration and cross-cultural
exchange. Tertiary students and
young maritime professionals also
network with industry players to
learn more about the industry
and provide a resource base for
recruitment and human capital
development.

MILESTONES
2004 – 2008
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MILESTONES
2004

C

5 March - The Singapore
Maritime Foundation (SMF)
was officially launched by then
Minister for Transport, Mr Yeo
Cheow Tong, at the Ritz-Carlton
Millennia Singapore. The event
also marked the appointment of
the inaugural SMF Board
of Directors.

C

April - The SMF Scholarship
was launched to encourage
young people to enrol in quality
maritime courses and pursue
maritime careers. Two students
were awarded full scholarships
to pursue the inaugural Bachelor
of Science in Maritime Studies
programme at Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

C

7 – 11 June - SMF and ASMI
led the Singapore delegation to
Posidonia, one of the world’s
leading international maritime
exhibitions, held in Greece.

2004
MILESTONES | 41

C

C

12 – 15 September - A cocktail
reception was organised in
partnership with General
Insurance Association of
Singapore (GIA), Maritime and
Port Authority of Singapore
(MPA) and International
Enterprise (IE) Singapore for the
delegates of the International
Union of Marine Insurance (IUMI)
at the Raffles City Convention
Centre, during their conference
in Singapore. It encouraged IUMI
delegates and guests to network
with the maritime community in
Singapore.

23 – 25 September - SMF
participated in the 13th
Singapore International
Bunkering Conference (SIBCON),
one of the largest premier
international bunker conferences
in the world, at Shangri-la Hotel.

C

27 September - An Asian
Maritime Lecture Series was
initiated with the World Maritime
University (WMU), Malmo,
Sweden. This annual lecture
series provides WMU students
with an Asian perspective on
maritime issues through lectures
and seminars by prominent
figures from the Asian maritime
economies. Mr David Lim, Group
President and CEO of Neptune
Orient Lines, was the first Asian
speaker at the inaugural session.

C

26 October - In a bid to raise
public awareness of the maritime
industry, SMF embarked on an
extensive publicity and outreach
campaign through the launch
of Maritime Now! The 12-month
experiential campaign included
port and ship visits, road shows,
talks, industrial attachments, and
a maritime heritage trail.

C

8 November - Two industry
workgroups were formed. The
Maritime Arbitration Workgroup
was formed to explore the
possibility of creating a dedicated
entity for the administration
and promotion of maritime
arbitration activities in Singapore.
This resulted in the launch of
the Singapore Chamber of
Maritime Arbitration (SCMA).
SMF provided financial support
to SCMA for three years to help
start up its operational and
marketing activities to develop
Singapore into an international
maritime arbitration centre.
The Ship Finance Workgroup,
also formed in the same
year, explored opportunities
to encourage ship financing
activities in Singapore.

C

22 – 26 November - SMF led a
maiden promotion mission trip
to Japan, bringing a delegation
of Singapore corporate leaders
to network and explore business
opportunities with our Japanese
maritime counterparts.
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MILESTONES
2005 – 2006

20
2005
C

7 January - The SMF New Year
Cocktail Reception, Mari Under
the Stars, was held at Rasa
Sentosa. Mr Yeo Cheow Tong,
then Minister for Transport,
was our Guest of Honour. At
this inaugural event, leaders in
the maritime community met to
network and usher in the
New Year.

C

2 – 3 February - SMF
participated in the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)
Career Fair and showcased
a spectrum of exciting job
opportunities in the maritime
industry.

C

26 February - To kick off
our Maritime Now! publicity
campaign, SMF organised
the Great Maritime Adventure.
Modelled after the popular
reality show, The Amazing Race,
this event saw 40 participating
teams competing in a day-long
maritime race.

C

14 March - A Memorandum of
Understanding was signed by
SMF and the Centre for Maritime
Economics and Logistics
(MEL) of Erasmus University,
Rotterdam, The Netherlands
to jointly launch the SMFMEL Maritime Scholarships
programme. Established
specifically for postgraduate
studies in MEL, two full-time
SMF-MEL Maritime scholarships
were awarded in 2005 and
2006 respectively, to Singapore
students to pursue the Master
of Science programme at the
university.

005
C

C

C

25 May - A significant milestone
in the history of SMF took
place, with the announcement
of Singapore’s decision to host
our first mega-maritime event,
Sea Asia, in 2007. Positioned
as Asia’s leading maritime
exhibition and conference,
Sea Asia is SMF’s flagship
international maritime event.

7 – 10 June - SMF and
Association of Singapore Marine
Industries (ASMI), with the
support of MPA, brought the
Singapore delegation to
Nor-Shipping, the major
international maritime show in
Oslo, Norway. The delegation
was led by Mrs Lim Hwee
Hua, then Minister of State for
Finance and Transport.
September - In its commitment
to enhance Singapore’s
maritime research and
development, SMF pledged
a five-year sponsorship of
S$100,000 per year as the
start-up fund for the Centre
for Maritime Studies (CMS)
at the National University of
Singapore. CMS is a universitybased world-class Research &
Development Centre focused
on maritime issues related to
the macroeconomic and policy
aspects of the industry.

C

C

C

September - SMF and
MPA collaborated with the
Universities of Glasgow
and Strathclyde (UGS) to
bring the final year of the
Bachelor programme of Naval
Architecture and Marine
Engineering to Singapore. SMF
served as administrator and
co-sponsored the operational
expenses of the course.
27 September - In celebration
of World Maritime Day, SMF
co-sponsored MPA’s
International Maritime Awards
Dinner, one of the key events of
the Singapore Maritime Week.
1 November - SMF launched
its first maritime documentary
series, Making Waves, on
Channel NewsAsia. The
profile-driven programme
featured successful maritime
professionals at work.
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23 January - SMF, together
with ASMI, MPA, SSA and
the Maritime Law Association
of Singapore, organised the
seminar, Chinese Maritime Law
and the Carriage of Goods
by Sea.

C

29 – 31 March - At the invitation
of SMF and MPA, INTERTANKO
held its first tanker event in
Singapore.

C

5 – 9 June - SMF and ASMI
brought the Singapore
delegation to Posidonia in
Greece to showcase our
comprehensive range of
maritime services and facilities.
The delegation, comprising
16 Singapore-based maritime
companies, was led by Mrs
Lim Hwee Hua, then Minister of
State for Finance and Transport.

C

September - To support the
establishment and expansion
of maritime bodies such as the
International Bunker Industry
Association (IBIA) and Seatrade,
SMF provided business support
services within the SMF office.

2006
2006
C

8 January – 5 February - To
bring the maritime industry
closer to the masses, SMF
commissioned MediaCorp
Channel 8 to produce the
television serial, The Peak. A
partnership project with MPA
and several maritime partners
including ASMI, Keppel Offshore
& Marine, and Sembcorp
Marine, the drama serial gave
the public a glimpse into
the lives and work of marine
professionals at the shipyards
and oil-rigs.

C

17 – 31 October - SMF held its
inaugural maritime exhibition,
Singapore, Our Maritime
City at the National Library
to familiarise the public with
Singapore’s maritime history
and development.
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1 – 4 March - As part of a
recruitment exercise for the
maritime industry, SMF led
a team of maritime partners
to participate in the Maritime
Pavilion in the Careers 2007
show, held at the Suntec
Singapore International
Convention & Exhibition Centre.

C

3 – 30 March - SMF brought
the roving exhibition, Singapore,
Our Maritime City, to Jurong,
Tampines and Woodlands
Regional Libraries, to highlight
the multi-dimensional
perspectives of the maritime
industry to the public.

C

1 – 3 April - SMF and Seatrade
launched Singapore’s first
biennial maritime event, Sea
Asia 2007. Our Guest of Honour
was Mr S R Nathan, President
of the Republic of Singapore.
The three-day international
event received an overwhelming
response and rave reviews from
the local and global maritime
community.

2007
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3 April - The MaritimeONE
initiative was established by
four key partners - SMF, the
Maritime and Port Authority of
Singapore (MPA), Association
of Singapore Marine Industries
(ASMI) and Singapore Shipping
Association (SSA). SMF funded
50 per cent of the MaritimeONE
first book project, mariTIME,
a publication which profiled
21 maritime professionals and
their successful careers. SMF
also assisted in organising
two networking receptions
for final-year students to meet
prospective employers.

C

12 – 15 June - SMF
participated in Nor-Shipping
in Oslo, Norway, with Mrs
Lim Hwee Hua leading the
Singapore delegation of 13
maritime companies.

C

2 August - SMF announced the
inauguration of MaritimeONE
scholarships offered to four firstyear students of the Bachelor
of Science (Maritime Studies)
in Nanyang Technological
University. Sponsors included
“K” Line Pte Ltd, FSL Trust
Management Pte Ltd and TORM
Singapore Pte Ltd.

C

31 April – 3 May - Led by
ASMI, SMF supported
the Singapore Pavilion at
the Offshore Technology
Conference (OTC) in Houston,
USA.

C

C

6 May – 26 October - SMF
collaborated with the General
Insurance Association (GIA)
to launch a four-part lecture
series to impart a greater
understanding of maritime
knowledge to the insurance
community. Prominent maritime
professionals were invited as
guest speakers for the lecture
series, on topics such as
Essential Shipping Knowledge
on Marine Classification
Societies, Ship Management
– Future Trends, Challenges &
Opportunities, Ship Financing
and Overview of the Maritime
Industry.

C

21 – 28 September - As part
of its branding exercise, SMF
launched two advertisements.
The first TV commercial,
Imagine The World Without Us,
highlighted the integral role that
the maritime industry plays in
our daily lives and the volume
of daily essentials transported
by ships. The second
commercial, Bringing the World
to You – Maritime Careers,
gave a refreshing take on the
diverse career opportunities
in the maritime industry. Both
advertisements were aired
during the Singapore Maritime
Week and key SMF events, and
were well received.

C

20 October - SMF
co-sponsored the SGX Shipping
Trust Conference with FSL
Trust Management Pte Ltd,
PST Management Pte Ltd and
Rickmers Trust Management
Pte Ltd, supported by Singapore
Exchange (SGX) Ltd.

C

24 October - For the first time
in over 30 years, the Institute
of Chartered Shipbrokers
(ICS) stepped out of London
and held its annual council
meeting in Singapore as part
of the inaugural ICS Singapore
Conference 2007. SMF hosted a
cocktail and dinner reception for
more than 80 leading maritime
partners including ICS Council
Members and ICS Singapore
members, at the Grand Hyatt
Singapore.

C

27 – 30 November - SMF
attended Marintec China,
Shanghai, as part of the
Singapore delegation led by
ASMI.
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January - SMF launched a new
website with a refreshing look and
new features @ www.smf.com.sg.

C

10 January - SMF held its annual
New Year Cocktail Reception,
Voices of Asia, at the Four
Seasons Hotel. Mr Raymond
Lim, our Guest of Honour, and
distinguished guest, Mrs Lim
Hwee Hua, met with over 320
senior maritime professionals.

C

28 February – 2 March - A group
of seven maritime companies, led
by SMF, hosted the Singapore
Maritime Pavilion in Careers
2008, held at Suntec Singapore
International Convention &
Exhibition Centre. The maritime
seminars gave the public a better
perspective of the diverse career
opportunities in the maritime
industry.

C

6 – 27 March - SMF’s second
commissioned documentary
series, Sea of Opportunities, was
telecast on Channel NewsAsia.
An advisory committee comprising
SMF Board and Advisory Panel
members was formed to oversee
the project. Through four episodes,
Transportation of Cargo,
Buying A Ship, A Ship Calls for
Repair, and FPSO Conversion,
the documentary presented a
range of maritime activities and
highlighted the diversity of the
maritime industry.

C

11 April - SMF launched Friendly
Waves, a maritime supplement for
students, as part of International
Friendship Day. Friendly Waves
was a MaritimeONE initiative,
led by SMF, and supported by

2008
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the Association of Singapore
Marine Industry (ASMI), Maritime
and Port Authority of Singapore
(MPA) and Singapore Shipping
Association (SSA).

C

C

C

23 April – 24 October - The
second series of Maritime
Knowledge Lectures was jointly
organised by SMF and the
General Insurance Association of
Singapore (GIA), sponsored by
L.C.H. (S) Pte Ltd. Key maritime
leaders were invited to speak
on topics such as Ports and
Terminals, Loss Prevention
through Risk Assessment, Bulk
Cargo Terminals and Airfreight
Terminals. Onsite tours to PSA
Terminals and Jurong Port were
also organised.

C

C

2 – 6 June - SMF, in partnership
with ASMI and with the support
of International Enterprise (IE)
Singapore and MPA, brought
the Singapore delegation of 15
maritime companies to Posidonia
2008 held in Athens, Greece. The
delegation was led by Mr Philip H
N Eng, Ambassador to Greece.
17 July - A total of 14
MaritimeONE scholarships was
awarded. Participating sponsors
included A.P. Moller Singapore
Pte Ltd, Keppel Offshore &
Marine Ltd, “K” Line Pte Ltd,
Lloyd’s Register Educational
Trust, Neptune Orient Lines
Ltd, Pacific Carriers Ltd, Pacific
International Lines (Pte) Ltd,
PSA Corporation Ltd, Singapore
Maritime Academy, Singapore
Polytechnic, RCL Feeder Pte Ltd
and TORM Singapore Pte Ltd.

C

7 September - With the help
of Captain Frederick Francis
from the Singapore Maritime
Academy, SMF formed four
teams to take part in the 2008
Aviva Ironman 70.3 Triathlon
at the East Coast Park. Team
Maritime Singapore successfully
completed the race with Team
Altair finishing 46th, Team
Bellatrix finishing 31st, Team
Canopus finishing 27th and
Team Dened finishing 48th out of
the 75 competing teams.
13 October - A closed-door
forum, Where are the Equity
Markets in the Singapore
maritime industry going? was
organised by SMF’s Shipping
Finance Workgroup, chaired
by Mr Erik Borgen, SMF Board
Member. Held at the Raffles
Hotel, this high-powered dialogue
session brought together over
45 leading shipowners, shipping
analysts, fund managers and
ship financiers. Two renowned
shipping analysts, Mr Martin
Stopford and Mr Charles de
Trenck, shared their insights with
participants.

13 October - In conjunction with
the Singapore Maritime Week,
SMF organised its inaugural
Networking Reception for Ship
Owners, Ship Brokers, Ship
Financiers and Marine Insurance
Professionals at the Raffles Hotel.
Mr Peter Ong, Chairman of the
Maritime and Port Authority of
Singapore, Permanent Secretary
for Trade and Industry, Second
Permanent Secretary for Finance
graced the occasion as our
Guest of Honour.

C

14 October - MaritimeONE,
the joint branch of the Royal
Institution of Naval Architects
(RINA) and Institute of Marine
Engineering, Science and
Technology IMarEST (Singapore),
and the Baltic and International
Maritime Council (BIMCO)
organised their first tripartite
networking event, Maritime
Nexus, for young maritime
professionals at Clarke Quay.

C

15 October - SMF and MPA
collaborated with The Business
Times to dedicate two pages of
the Transport Hub supplement
to the shipping sector. The
shipping supplement focuses
on news, trends and industry
perspectives. This private
sector partnership highlights
the diversity of the Singapore
maritime industry and its
significant role in the economy.

C

10 November - The
MaritimeONE initiative, a
collaborative effort between
SMF, ASMI, MPA and SSA,
was selected as one of the
13 winning projects for the
Minister’s Innovation Award,
conferred by the Ministry
of Transport. The annual
award was launched in 2002.
MaritimeONE was bestowed the
Merit award in recognition of its
contributions to the growth of
the maritime industry.
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